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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Sunday, March 28, 2021 

Palm/Passion Sunday Worship 
 

Introduction 
This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded by 

shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel 

presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s 

suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his 

death will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s 

astonishing work. 

Announcements 

The Prelude 

THE ACCLAMATION 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Processional Gospel: Mark 11:1-11 

1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 

Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and 

bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and 

will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside 

in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, 

untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then 

they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread 

their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then 

those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,  

 “Hosanna! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

  11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

BLESSING OF PALMS 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 

spread garments and branches along his way.Bless these branches and those who carry them. 

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 

resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE PROCESSION 
 

Let us go forth in peace, 

in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

The Gathering Song: ELW 344 All Glory Laud and Honor (verses 1, 4, 5) 

Refrain: 

All glory, laud, and honor 

to you, redeemer, king, 

to whom the lips of children 

made sweet hosannas ring. 

1 You are the king of Israel 

and David’s royal Son, 

now in the Lord’s name coming, 

the King and Blessed One. [Refrain] 

4 To you, before your passion, 

they sang their hymns of praise. 

To you, now high exalted, 

our melody we raise. [Refrain] 

5 Their praises you accepted; 

accept the prayers we bring, 

great author of all goodness, 

O good and gracious King. [Refrain] 

 

 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on 

the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take 

on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience 

to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
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 4The Lord God has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 

 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 

 

 7The Lord God helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 
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  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

The Homily 

Gospel: Gospel: Mark 15:1 - 47 
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Hymn of the Day: ELW 351 “Oh Sacred Head now Wounded” 
 

1 O sacred head, now wounded, 

with grief and shame weighed down, 

now scornfully surrounded 

with thorns, thine only crown; 

O sacred head, what glory, 

what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, 

I joy to call thee mine. 

2 How pale thou art with anguish, 

with sore abuse and scorn; 

how does thy face now languish, 

which once was bright as morn! 

Thy grief and bitter passion 

were all for sinners' gain; 

mine, mine was the transgression, 

but thine the deadly pain. 

3 What language shall I borrow 

to thank thee, dearest friend, 

for this thy dying sorrow, 

thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever, 

and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never 

outlive my love to thee. 

4 Lord, be my consolation; 

shield me when I must die; 

remind me of thy passion 

when my last hour draws nigh. 

These eyes, new faith receiving, 

from thee shall never move; 

for all who die believing 

die safely in thy love. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
On this Sunday of the Passion, we pray for all in need, responding to each petition with words, 

“save us in your steadfast love.” 

The Passing of the Peace 
Pastor: The Peace of Christ be with you always. All: And also with you. 
 

Special Music 
 

Offering Prayer 
Faithful God, 

you walk beside us in desert places, 

and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 

Accompany us in this journey, 

that we may pass over from death to life 

with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The Thanksgiving for the Word 
Gracious God, we have heard your Word of Life today. While our sin is great, your 

determination to save has proven greater. Thank you for Jesus who leads us out of the wilderness 

and into the community declaring, “The kingdom of God has come near.” Embolden us with the 

gift of your Holy Spirit that we may share your love and salvation with all creation, through 

Jesus Christ in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Blessing 

You are what God has made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen. 
 

The Sending Song 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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