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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Sunday, January 17, 2021 

Second Sunday after Epiphany Worship 
 

Announcements 

The Prelude 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who was in the beginning, 

who makes a dwelling among us, 

who covers us with justice and mercy. 

Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 

We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 

We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 

In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 

those we know and those known only to you, 

for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 

God forgives us all our sins, 

not through our own work, 

but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 

With all who come to the manger, 

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 

Amen. 
 

The Gathering Song 
 

The Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.  

 

Prayer of the Day 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and 

benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more 

nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-20 
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls him to 

speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest 

has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry. 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread. 

  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 

temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and 

he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 

did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 

call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of 

the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he 

got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 

the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, 

you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his 

place. 

  10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 

said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to 

do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I 

will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I 

have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because 

his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of 

Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

  15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel 

was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, 

“Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to 

you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him 

everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good 

to him.” 

  19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the 

ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of 

the LORD. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through 

the death of Christ. Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of human 

sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within 

us. 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” 

but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 

food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for 

the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 

power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the 

members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that 

whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be 

one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! 

Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body 
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itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you 

have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore 

glorify God in your body. 

Gospel: John 1:43-51 
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. 

Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to 

“Come and see.” 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael 

and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 

Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 

him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked 

him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before 

Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 

You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 

heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 

The Sermon 
 

The Hymn of the Day:  O Jesus , I Have Promised 

 

1) O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 

remain forever near me, my master and my friend. 

I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 

 

2) Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ever near. 

I see the sights that dazzle; the tempting sounds I hear. 

My foes are ever near me, around me and with-in; 

But, Jesus, then draw nearer to shield my soul from sin. 

 

3) Oh, let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still 

above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will. 

Now speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 

now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my soul. 

 

4) O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you 

that where you are in glory your servant shall be too. 

And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 

oh, give me grace to follow, my master and my friend. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

As this week we observe the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, commemorate Martin Luther 

King, Jr., and inaugurate the new President of the United States, let us offer our laments and 

petitions to God, responding to each with the words “In mercy, receive our prayers.” 

 

The Passing of the Peace 
Pastor: The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

All: And also with you. 
 

Special Music 
 

Offering Prayer 
Gracious God, 

you came to us as one unknown, 

bringing joy and salvation to the earth. 

Nourish us at your banquet table, 

that with all who welcome your birth 

we may proclaim your peace, 

revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

The Thanksgiving for the Word 
We praise you, O God, for your creating, liberating, and life-giving Word! You set the 

foundations of the world, you lead your people into freedom, you lift up the lowly, and fill the 

hungry with good things. Our hearts sing of your mercy and might! Send us forth in the power of 

your Spirit, that our lives may witness to your glory; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  
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as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Blessing 

Almighty God, 

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 

The Sending Song 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
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